N’UYWNa D’TVID
N NNbW "JaT

Festivals 2014
Simchat Torah Flags

957 = 9/2014 = T"YWNN 19X

i =\ N[\ "}
‘1“‘““‘\

N I Apn H

60-n NNV , I’

0'7201 2'¥N 1967-2 D'N'N DWW NNN7NA [INY'IN
INDYI WY 780 7D NINTA MIN NNHY DX
QINWIN 7NN '7'N 7Y DNINT Y7 “MIN NNNYA
DYN NANX .WTI7N (DX 220 D'T701 NN 90
YONIN NXINN N'YNN7 NN A7NNN NI 17NT
ANN 7Y

|[PoIN2 DN YT
N'7RY' NIDN 7IN

0'"N 17T q0IXN DA 0'7122 D'RNIN D770 NYITY
|noINA

1117 X N - 50-N NNY 7T

YAI70I0 NNX Y - 60-0 NNYW 72T

NN 'O D72 MI7NN

DU-P19 D' :N9UVDI NDNIN DI AUX'Y
Stamps, Cancellation & FDC Design: Limor Perez-Samia

51— AR

a"ywnn orym

AW ETm
2w 7w yIn
Eretz Israel, 19305

' W

7721 NDN NA7 DN D7D 1IN TIDWR NI7N7A
NXI1D DU7NNY ININD DT D'7)TWD NN NNNY
NIND 770 1N NN NNY 1727 .17-0 NP 12D
“MITN” NINI7Z 103 11 XN 7U NHNY NNNIN
1727 D2 109TIN,N12 112INY D727 TX7 M DTN
NIINN 03 17721 D'NIION DU TN DUNIT INYIY M)
.MINN NNDYI NIDION AN 74 DI NIX NINLANN

30-2 NNV, IRV’ PIX

D2 D'7270 7V Y'OIN7 1700 20-N NINNN NN
(YD 127 MIDNN IRINA A7IWY ,DMI'Y DR0IN
7¥ 7277 NNNIDD Y'OIN "D7WUNM N 12T NN RXN
- 7270 12702 .30-N NIWA YIXA [XD DOTINY N
IM'TNAL|NANE YN NIDT NIDNOD I'7RY WTI7N DR
WD 771 N1 17 NN NINLINN WTIZN NI YIN
T /D'DWAY )N [IXY NIWYT7 NN 1Y) Y
W1 OIN DNN TNRY D77 DWITY DAY 7RDY
('Y N7 YINNN 127N 700 - NIXD 707100 NN
INDININ-TDIN 07072 W1 X |'D' T¥D ;NTIND
102 - 120N NTIAR 700 INTN V1 [27-7IND 727 1T
NYAIN DX UTNNA ,0NNUN WK UTNN TN
.0ONN

50-a NNV I
N72070N TIRDNIRN M1V NIDH NDWNI 50-N NIYA
D'9I0N NITYN 72 12 2172 NIDN7 YINA NIONY
NN NOYY NININT ' 2IYNn 7NI071 70 1177
NOWN NNMOY ,[I0V7 NIN7T MY - "YUTI7N |NR”
QIT7'0 D77 NNAN .M 90 7w Y 773-0M
DINNN N'YNN NIX NO72N ,MINN 190 7V 0NN
YIN2 2NN 7Y NN DX D7AY YN 7KW




Festivals 2014 - Simchat Torah Flags

As far back as the 17th century the children in
Ashkenazi communities would come to the
synagogue on Simchat Torah night waving flags.
The Simchat Torah flags were part of a popular
material culture of paper products such as Mizrach
hangings, marking the east as the direction for
prayer, and paper cutouts. Along with the
homemade flags, paper flags were printed with
images of traditional Jews and included pictures
expressing the Sukkot and Simchat Torah holiday
experience.

Eretz Israel, 1930's

In the early 20th century these flags began
featuring Zionist motifs which were incorporated
into the traditional look. "For the Torah shall come
forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem" was printed as the title of the holiday
flag printed here in Eretz Israel in the 1930's. At
the center of the flag stands the Holy Ark with
images of Moses and Aharon leaning on it, and
in front the four sacred animals who express "bold
as a tiger, and light as an eagle, and runs like a
gazelle and brave as a lion to fulfill the will of the
Father in Heaven". On the left stand three children,
one of whom was characterized as a Yemenite
youth with curly sidelocks — a biblical symbol
updated for the modern Return to Zion. On the
right stands a European boy wearing a cap and
holding a blue and white flag, with the symbol of
the "Maccabi" sports club on his shirt - an
expression of the new Jew, the muscular man
who rejuvenates the legacy of the Maccabees.

Israel, 1950's

In the 1950's the European tradition of decorating
became the tradition among Jews from all ethnic
groups. The yearning for the Tomb of Rachel and
for the Western Wall became the scenes that
decorated the Holy Ark — two cardboard doors,
through which one could usually see a picture of
Torah scrolls. A group of boys and girls who were
stooped over the Torah emphasized the essence
of the equal Israeli ethos, which suited most of
the Israeli public.
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Israel, 1960's

The victory in the Six-Day War in 1967 presented
and emphasized Simchat Torah in the image of
the IDF as a savior. "Rejoice and be joyful on
Simchat Torah" in the form of IDF soldiers carrying
Torah scrolls and dancing around the Holy Ark.
The people's love for their soldiers, their adored
heroes became the essence of the flag's look.
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Dr. Haim Grossman
Researcher of Israeli Culture

The three flags that appear on the stamp are from
the Haim Grossman collection.

The 1950's flag — drawn by Zvi Livni.

The 1960's flag — drawn by Arie Moskovitz.
Photos of the flags by Pini Hamou.
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